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KITTITAS COUNTY COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

October 25, 2018 

Nick Jones 
DNR SE Region Engineer 
713 Bowers Rd 
Ellensburg, WA 98926 

Dear Mr. Jones, 

411 N. Ruby St., Suite 2, Ellensburg, WA 98926 
CDS@CO.KIITITAS.WA.US 

Office (509) 962-7506 
Fax (509) 962-7682 

Kittitas County Community Development Services (CDS) received your application for a Shoreline 
Exemption on October 11th

, 2018. Upon review of the application materials it has been determined that 
review under the State Environmental Policy Act (SEP A) will be required, and in order to consider the 
project for an exemption under the Kittitas County Shoreline Master Program (SMP), additional 
information will be required. 

SEPA 
In the application narrative, Washington Administrative Code (WAC) 197-11-800(3) is cited: 

"Repair, remodeling and maintenance activities. The following activities shall be categorically 
exempt: The repair, remodeling, maintenance, or minor alteration of existing private or public structures, 
facilities or equipment, including utilities, recreation, and transportation facilities involving no material 

expansions or changes in use beyond that previously existing; except that, where undertaken wholly or 

in part on lands covered by water, only minor repair or replacement of structures may be exempt 

(examples include repair or replacement of piling, ramps.floats, or mooring buoys, or minor repair, 

alteration, or maintenance of docks)[ emphasis added]. The following maintenance activities shall not be 
considered exempt under this subsection: 

a) Dredging of over fifty cubic yards of material;
(b) Reconstruction or maintenance of groins and similar shoreline protection structures;
(c) Replacement of utility cables that must be buried under the surface of the bedlands; or
( d) Repair/rebuilding of major dams, dikes, and reservoirs shall also not be considered exempt

under this subsection." 

The above section specifically provides that only "minor replacement" will be exempt in "lands covered 
by water". Minor repair or replacement of structures is exempt, but is limited to the structures listed 
above. 

The submitted site plan and engineering drawings not only depict an expansion of the bridge area itself, 
they also depict new crushed rock abutments and concrete blocks. If they already existed, the proposed 
project would qualify as "minor repair or replacement" provided that the work remained within the 
original footprint of the structure, in order to meet the "no material expansions" provision. As proposed, 
the additions qualify as material expansions and do not qualify as minor repair or replacement. 

The narrative also cites Revised Code of Washington (RCW) 43.21C.470: 

COMMUNITY PLANNING • BUILDING INSPECTION • PLAN REVIEW • ADMINISTRATION • PERMIT SERVICES • CODE ENFORCEMENT 

mailto:CDS@CO.KIITITAS.WA.US




The above section allows an exemption for ''Normal maintenance" and "Normal repair". Although actions of maintenance and repair are exemptible under the SMP, it is not clear that expansion of the bridge structure and the addition of new abutments and concrete blocks is consistent with "usual acts"for normal maintenance or normal repair to a condition "comparable to its original condition". Additional information describing this replacement method is necessary to demonstrate it is the industrystandard and normal practice for replacement of structurally deficient bridges. If this cannot be demonstrated, then a Shoreline Substantial Development Permit (SDP) will be required. 
If you believe the project is exemptible under other provisions of SEP A, please provide a response withthe relevant citation. If you wish to proceed with the exemption, please provide the requested additionalinformation. If you choose to proceed with an SDP, the application is available at the location below: 

• Shoreline Substantial Development Permit: https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/cds/forms/Shoreline%20Permitting.pdf 
In either case, a completed SEP A Checklist is required.• SEP A Checklist: https:/ /www .co.kittitas. wa. us/uploads/ eds/forms/SEP A %20Environmental %20Checklist.

ruli' 

In addition, it is important to inform you that other permits will be necessary prior starting any work onsite for this proposal. • A Floodplain Development Permit from Kittitas County Public Works Department pursuant toKCC 14.08. o This document can be found at on the county website at https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/documents/public-works/forms/Floodplain­Development-Application-03062017. pdf • A Preliminary Site Analysis prior to submittal of the building permit: https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/cds/building/Bui1ding%20Permit%20App1ication%20Forms//Preliminruy%20Site%20Analysis%20Application.pdf • A Building Permit from CDS: https :/ /www .co.kittitas. wa. us/uploads/cds/building/Building%20Permit%20Application%20Forms/ /Building%20Permit%20Application.pdf 
Please note that CDS can only accept cash or check for payment. All applications above can be submitted to CDS, with the exception of the Floodplain Development Permit, which must be submittedto the Kittitas County Public Works Department. 
If you have any questions regarding this matter, please feel free to contact me at (509)-962-7079 or byemail at dusty.pilkington@.co.kittitas.wa.us. 
Sincerely, 

f �Dusty Pilkie� Planner I 
Enclosure: Bridge Review and Inspection Policy CC: Lindsey Ozbolt, Kittitas County Planning Official via email 

https://www.co.kittitas.wa.us/uploads/cds/forms/Shoreline%20Permitting.pdf
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